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Dear friends,
There is just too much exciting news to fit it all into the Vine this month! Please read on for some special
announcements – but do also watch for the November Vine for more information about upcoming events in
the life and ministry of St. Helen’s.
A New Shape for Parish Ministry in Orleans
In Bishop Shane’s Charge to Synod 2022, he stated: “we [the people of the Anglican Diocese of Ottawa] are
ready to step away from being changed to guiding change, so we can share the Gospel of God’s love and
healing power from a place of strength and hope.” This is an exciting vision for an exciting time – and St.
Helen’s has a role to play!
The Shape of Parish Ministry consultations revealed a desire, shared by parish and diocesan leadership, to see
St. Helen’s take an active role in providing ministry throughout Ottawa East, lending our strength to the
communities around us. St. Mary the Virgin (SMTV), Blackburn Hamlet, has taken that vision to heart and is
eager to add their strength to ours by joining St. Helen’s. The canonical details have yet to be finalized but, in
essence, we would be one parish with two ministry sites: St. Helen’s Church where most of our activities (and
all of our Sunday worship) would take place and St. Mary the Virgin Church which would become a location for
occasional services and as-yet-unknown projects to serve the Blackburn Hamlet area. The people of SMTV
have been good stewards of their resources and so are not coming to us in financial trouble or with property
in great need of repair but rather with opportunities to serve and grow together.
Bishop Shane, myself, the SMTV congregational council, and your St. Helen’s parish council are all very excited
by this prospect. Our two churches share a culture of generosity and openness, and the presence of the Holy
Spirit has been palpable in our conversations. It is clear the time has come for this change to be guided into
reality!
The next steps in the process are:
• Nov. 6 – SMTV will hold a congregational meeting to formally approve the new arrangement, pending
St. Helen’s approval
• Nov. 13 – St. Helen’s will hold a Special Vestry (right after the 10am service) to consider a motion
approving the new arrangement
• Nov. 27 – SMTV begins worshipping with St. Helen’s
• Jan. 1 - we are canonically and fiscally one parish
Appointment of an Assistant Curate at St. Helen’s
And there is more good news! On Sunday, Oct 23rd, it was announced that Bishop Shane has appointed John
Holgate to the position of assistant curate at St. Helen’s, starting on January 1st. John will be ordained to the

transitional deaconate on November 19th at 11am at Christ Church Cathedral, and we are looking forward to
receiving his gifts for pastoral ministry, administration and community building. There will certainly be lots of
work to do!
You can read the Bishop’s letter on our website.
New Service Schedule for Epiphany Season
Starting on the Feast of the Epiphany (which we will celebrate on January 8 th) and going until the Sunday
before Lent (Feb 19th), we will offer three Sunday morning services, adopting the familiar schedule of 8:00,
9:15 and 11:00. The 8:00 service will continue unchanged. In January, the 9:15 service will have music led by
Emmaus and the 11:00 service will have music led by the choir. In February, that will flip to the choir at 9:15
and Emmaus at 11:00. For the season of Lent, we will return to two services on Sunday at 8:00 and 10:00 and
take some time to discern how to organize our worship from Easter onward.
There will be ample opportunity throughout this process to provide feedback and maybe even dream up
brand new possibilities for the future.
If you have any questions or want to talk about any of this news in more details, please do not hesitate to be
in touch. Call the office or email me at Rhonda@sthelens.ca.

Yours in Christ,
Rhonda+

